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Welcome ... 

can you decode this text to work 
out the story? 
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What we are doing:

• Looking at how we teach 
reading and writing at 
school

• Ways that you can support 
your child (ren) at home
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How did you get on? 
What skills did you use? 
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Strategies to help improve 
word reading:
• Use phonics
• Use the shape of the word
• Use the picture cues
• Try to guess the word from the 

meaning of the rest of the 
sentence

• Use prior knowledge
• Read ahead / go back 
• Check that it makes sense
• Does it look like any other 

words they know? 
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Children As Readers
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The National Curriculum breaks 
reading up into two categories: 

• Comprehension
• Word Reading

Give / explain the meaning of words in context

Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-
fiction 

Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence 
from the text

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

Identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and 
contributes to meaning as a whole 

Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases 

Make comparisons within the text 
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How do we develop these skills?

• Guided Reading sessions in 
school

• Regular reading across 
other subjects

• Reading regularly at home 
• Listening to other people 

read 
• Discussing what we have 

read 
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Guided Reading in School

• Whole class sessions
• Half an hour daily
• Reading aloud to others 
• Listening to others read 
• Discussing and answering 

questions on what we have 
read 
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Developing Comprehension: 
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For example ...  
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Developing Comprehension: 
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For example ...
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For example ...
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What you can do at home ...
• read with them as often as possible - this 

does not have to be their reading book. It 
could be a recipe, letter, e-mail etc. 

• make reading a positive and enjoyable 
experience

• read to your child 
• be a great role model and let them catch 

you reading
• share and discuss your favourite books with 

them 
• read with different members of the family
• complete the reading ramble
• visit the library
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Helping with Cracking 
Comprehension homework ... 

• Read the text aloud - if they are finding 
the text tricky, read it to them first 
then ask them to read it

• Pick out and explain any words they 
haven't heard before

• Read / discuss what the question is 
asking

• Encourage them to re-read their answer 
with the question to check it makes sense

• Model how you might answer the question
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"Great books build the imagination. The more we read aloud 
expressively, and the more children are able to savour, 
discuss and reinterpret literature through the arts, the 
more memorable the characters, places and events become, 
building an inner world. A child who is read to will have an 
inner kingdom of unicorns, talking spiders and a knife that 
cuts into other worlds. The  mind is a 'tardis'; it may seem 
small but inside there are many mansions. Each great book 
develops the imagination and equips the reader with 
language. 

Great stories also build language because around 75% of our 
vocabulary comes from our reading."    Pie Corbett
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What is Talk for Writing?

Talk for Writing, developed by Pie Corbett, 
enables children to imitate the language 
they need for a particular topic orally 
before reading and analysing it and then 
writing their own version.

TALK FOR WRITING
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What is Talk for Writing?
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• The purpose for writing is introduced
• Play games to 'warm-up' the text and 

use lots of short-burst writing so that 
they are writing every day  even if it is 
just a paragraph. 

• The games should help to build up a 
bank of language & vocabulary, ideas and 
structures to use in the writing stage

Imitation 
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Creative Games 
Alphabet Game

Can you name something in the picture 
beginning with every letter of the alphabet? 
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• What has just happened? 
• What might happen next? 

Creative Games 

Apr 1018:24

Creative Games 
Ping Pong

Play in pairs: take turns to suggest an 
adjective to describe the picture. Win a 
point if one gets repeated or your 
opponent can't think of another one. 

Apr 1018:24

Imitation Introduce and Over-learn / 
Internalise a model text

• Writing is based on a model text that 
demonstrates the key features of that type 
of writing and the key learning points 

• Children spend time learning the model text
• Create a text map for the model text using 

pictures and actions
• This gives a model for writing that is well 

embedded in a fun and interactive way
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Imitation Introduce and Over-learn / 
Internalise a model text
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Innovation

• Plan using the structure of the model 
text that they have internalised 

• Plan a class version together 
• Modelled writing and shared writing   

Adapting a well-known story
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Independent Application 

• Plan a new piece of writing -refer to 
boxed up version of the model text again

• Pupils write independently - called the 
'hot task'

• Compare the cold and hot tasks to see 
progress
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Top Tips to support writing at 
home ...

• Read, read, read! 
• Provide opportunities for writing, e.g. a 

shopping list, a card, a letter, addressing 
an envelope

• When reading, discuss new vocabulary 
and punctuation  

• Find opportunities to model and explain 
new vocabulary 
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Helping with Creative Writing 
homework

• Talk about it
• Brainstorm ideas and offer suggestions
• Plan it out with key words / pictures
• Break the writing up into manageable 

chunks
• Help them to proof-read their writing - 

don't suggest too many corrections!   
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Thanks for listening!

Any questions? 
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